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in battle and his stern justice were proverbial, and fear of
going in front of him was often enough to end a trial before
it had begun, for a guilty man, at the threat of it, would
confess. Even innocent witnesses were frightened of him.
"Turn your eyes away from me so that I may speak," we
were told one had said to him. He was hawk-like in appear-
ance and hawk-like in his swift descent upon the enemies
of justice or of his family and the State. Ibn Saud and he
had swept away the Turkish soldiers before the First World
War, and the descendants of the former rulers, Sheikhs of
the Bani Khalid tribe, had vanished again into the deserts
roamed by their ancestors. It is thought by some scholars
that the tribe is descended from the Chaldeans of the
Bible. Sometimes the Bani Khalid clan is asked to give
a girl in marriage to the Saud family or to the Sheikhs
of Bahrein, but otherwise they are now little heard about
except in tales of long ago. Abdulla held the province
with uncompromising firmness for his cousin the King,
and in his long life of rulership had turned all rivals into
legend.

The long, tunnel-like hall of the Emir's reception-room
was dimly lit, and down all its length, on both sides, were
squatting armed men, their rifles upright between their
knees. Between the Emir's remarks there was dead silence.
The soldiers silently eyed us, their bright desert-trained eyes
made doubly so by being ringed by black powdered anti-
mony, or kohl. Theirs was the unwinking look of their own
falcons. The sudden shout for coffee in this silent hall was
disconcerting, and the tinkling of the coffee-cups came as a
comforting sound. After the proper interval we sought
leave to withdraw, but the Emir called for the incense and
the rose-water without which no visit and ceremony is
complete, and for this we waited. The censer is passed
under the chin of the visitor and of the notables who may
be present, and they waft it under their beards and into the
folds of their head-dresses. When it has been taken back-
ward and forward several times between them the rose-
water is then sprinkled out of a long-necked bottle with a